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Where are we now? 

The Book of Resolutions of The United Methodist Church (Resolution Nr. 3371) lays out the issue 

clearly: "In principle, the United States has outlawed racial discrimination; but in practice, little 

has changed. Social, economic, and political institutions still discriminate, although some 

institutions have amended their behavior by eliminating obvious discriminatory practices and 

choosing their language carefully." What does this mean for us, today?  

 

Note to users: Many of the following links are for information published on other websites. 

They open in a new browser window. 

• In 2016, the economic wealth of black families was only one seventh of the economic 

wealth of white families. 

• African-American unemployment rates were higher in 2017 than they were in 1968. Racial 

disparities are largely unchanged, with African-American unemployment rates 

approximately twice of white unemployment rates, by conservative estimates, 

and substantially higher when the numbers are counted more fully. 

• In the last fifty years, incarceration rates for African Americans have almost tripled. Racial 

disparities in incarceration were greater in 2016 than they were in 1968. The currently reality, 

while abysmal, represents an improvement from 2009. 

Where do we go from here? 

Racial justice connects with all four of United Methodist Women's priority areas: economic 

inequality; criminalization of communities of color; climate justice; and maternal and child 

health. Below are some resources to learn, reflect and act on these core priorities using a racial 

justice lens. 

Economic Inequality 

• "Overworked and Undervalued: Women, Race and the Economy," prepared by United for a 

Fair Economy specifically for United Methodist Women, provides a special set of slides to 

learn and reflect on gender, race, and economic justice. More general materials from United 

for a Fair Economic are here. 

• "50 years after the Kerner Commission," a report by the Economic Policy Institute, provides 

detailed data on a variety of economic indicators from 1968 and today. 

• To take action, consider participating in the Poor People's Campaign: A National Call for 

Moral Revival. 

Criminalization of Communities of Color 

http://apps.urban.org/features/wealth-inequality-charts/
http://apps.urban.org/features/wealth-inequality-charts/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/02/26/report-no-progress-for-african-americans-on-homeownership-unemployment-and-incarceration-in-50-years/?utm_term=.428d482db9b7
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/02/26/report-no-progress-for-african-americans-on-homeownership-unemployment-and-incarceration-in-50-years/?utm_term=.4bb3d53b787b
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/02/26/america-has-locked-up-so-many-black-people-it-has-warped-our-sense-of-reality/?utm_term=.075a39e00050
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/02/26/report-no-progress-for-african-americans-on-homeownership-unemployment-and-incarceration-in-50-years/?utm_term=.9ab467707319
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/01/12/shrinking-gap-between-number-of-blacks-and-whites-in-prison/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/economic-inequality/gendereconomycharts
http://www.faireconomy.org/
https://www.epi.org/publication/50-years-after-the-kerner-commission/
https://poorpeoplescampaign.org/
https://poorpeoplescampaign.org/


• "Black Girls Matter: Pushed Out, Overpoliced and Underprotected," prepared by the African 

American Policy Forum and Columbia Law School's Center for Intersectionality and Social 

Policy Studies, offers comprehensive insights about the impact of the school-to-prison 

pipeline on African American girls, particularly. 

• Children's Defense Fund's website offers numerous resources to understand and take action 

on the Cradle to Prison pipeline. 

• The U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights also has data on racial and gender 

disparities for school discipline publicly available. 

• To take action in support of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act, visit Act 4 

Juvenile Justice's website and e-mail your legislators. You can also take action this month in 

support of the federal school discipline guidance with Dignity In Schools. To join United 

Methodist Women's school-to-prison pipeline interrupter team, e-mail Emily Jones, Executive 

for Racial Justice. 

Climate Justice 

• "Environmental Racism Is the New Jim Crow," a two-minute video produced by The Atlantic, 

offers a powerful and brief introduction to how environmental racism threatens the lives of 

people of color. 

• The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offers an interactive timeline on environmental 

justice. 

• "Fumes Across the Fence-Line: The Health Impacts of Air Pollution from Oil & Gas Facilities 

on African American Communities," written by the NAACP and Clean Air Taskforce, details 

the way air pollution has a racially disparate impact on African-American communities, 

harming children's health. It includes detailed maps, charts and text. (If you're interested in 

the impacts of coal, the NAACP has prepared resources on that, as well.) 

• To connect with United Methodist Women's work around climate justice, sign up here. 

The Poor People's Campaignwill also be holding a week of action around Ecology, Justice 

and Health from June 3-9, 2018. 

Maternal and Child Health 

• "Childbirth is killing black women in the U.S., and here's why," CNN's coverage of maternal 

and child health disparities, offers an introduction to this crucial issue and why "black women 

... are about three to four times more likely to die of pregnancy or delivery complications than 

white women." 

• "When the Bough Breaks," a video segment from PBS' Unnatural Causes series, teaches more 

about the racial disparities in infant mortality rates. (Note: only video excerpts and the 

transcript of this film are available without purchase.) 

• To learn more about how you can become an advocate for maternal and child health, read the 

article in response magazine, from the September 2017 issue. 
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53f20d90e4b0b80451158d8c/t/54d2d37ce4b024b41443b0ba/1423102844010/BlackGirlsMatter_Report.pdf
http://www.childrensdefense.org/campaigns/cradle-to-prison-pipeline/
https://ocrdata.ed.gov/downloads/crdc-school-discipline-snapshot.pdf
http://www.act4jj.org/take-action
http://www.act4jj.org/take-action
http://dignityinschools.org/
mailto:ejones@unitedmethodistwomen.org?subject=School-to-Prison%20Pipeline%20Interrupter
https://www.theatlantic.com/video/index/529137/environmental-racism-is-the-new-jim-crow/
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-timeline
http://www.naacp.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Fumes-Across-the-Fence-Line_NAACP-and-CATF-Study.pdf
http://www.naacp.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Fumes-Across-the-Fence-Line_NAACP-and-CATF-Study.pdf
http://www.naacp.org/climate-justice-resources/coal-blooded/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice/sustainability/signup
https://poorpeoplescampaign.org/
https://www.cnn.com/2017/11/15/health/black-women-maternal-mortality/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/unnaturalcauses/hour_02.htm
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/learning-to-promote-maternal-health
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/learning-to-promote-maternal-health
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response

